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DETAILED ACTION 



Introduction 

1 . Claims 32-83 of U.S. Application 10/722,344 are currently pending. 

2. The application was filed on 5/24/2004. 

3. The application is a continuation of U.S. Application 09/083,959, filed on May 
22,1998 (now U.S. Patent 6,654,714). 

Information Disclosure Statement 

4. The "OpenVMS DCL Dictionary" was not found in the parent application. 
Examiner was unable to locate a copy by other means. Applicants are requested 
to provide a copy for the instant application. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 



Application/Control Number: 10/722,344 



Art Unit: 2123 



Page 3 



6. The prior art used for these rejections is as follows: 

a. Intel Multiprocessor Specification . Version 1.4. May 1997. © 1993-1997. 
("Intel"). 

b. Ghori et al., U.S. Patent 5,884,091 . (Hereinafter "Ghori"). 

7. Claims 32-35, 37-44, 46-56, 58-66, and 68-83 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Intel. 

8. The following discussion of the Intel reference applies to all claims. 

9. Intel teaches a Multiprocessor (MP) System Architecture (see Fig.2-1 on p.2-1). 

10. Intel also specifically teaches: "While all processors in a complaint system are 
functionally identical, this specification classifies them into two types: the 
bootstrap processor (BSP) and the application processors (AP). ... This 
differentiation is for convenience and is in effect only during the initialization and 
shutdown processes. The BSP is responsible for initializing the system and 
booting the operating system; APs are activated only after the system is up and 
running." (see pp.2-2 to 2-3). 

1 1 . Intel also specifically teaches: "The operating system must have access to some 
information about the multiprocessor configuration. The MP specification teaches 
two methods for passing this information to the operating system ..." (see p.4-1). 

12. Intel also teaches: "The following two data structures are used: (1) The Floating 
Pointer Structure ... (2) The MP Configuration Table ..." (see p.4-2). Examiner 
interprets that the MP Configuration Table corresponds to the claimed invention. 
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13. Intel also teaches: "The following is a list of the suggested memory spaces for 
the MP configuration table: (a) In the first kilobyte of Extended BIOS Data Area 
(EBDA), or (b) Within the last kilobyte of system base memory if the EBDA 
segment is undefined, or (c) At the top of system physical memory, or (d) In the 
BIOS read-only memory space between OEOOOOh and OFFFFFh." (see p.4-2). 
Examiner interprets that "(b) Within the last kilobyte of system base memory" can 
be located on a "remote computer", as claimed in some of the dependent claims. 

14. Intel teaches that the MP Configuration Table includes processor entries (see 
Table 4-3 on p.4-7), and shows the format of each processor entry (see Fig.4-4 
on p.4-7), as well as defining the fields of each processor entry (see Table 4-4 on 
p.4-8). 

15. Intel also teaches that the each processor entry includes a field for "CPUID 
Feature Flags" (see Table 4-4 on p.4-8). Intel also teaches that one of these flags 
is for support for the Intel387 floating point instruction set (see Table 4-6 on p.4- 
9). Each processor entry also includes a field for use of Intel CPU signatures 
(see Table 4-4 on p.4-8, and Table 4-5 on p.4-9). 

16. Intel also teaches that the BSP boots the entire system by accessing the MP 
configuration table in order to send "wakeup" commands to the APs. (See pp.B-1 
to B-3). 

17. Finally, Intel teaches: "Some MP operating systems that exist today do not 
support processors of different types, speeds, or capabilities. However, as 
processor lifetimes increase and new generations of processors arrive, the 
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potential for dissimilarity among processors increases. The MP specification 

addresses this potential by providing an MP configuration table to help the 

operating system configure itself. Operating system writers should factor in 

processor variations, such as processor type, family, model, and features, to 

arrive at a configuration that maximizes overall system performance. At a 

minimum, the MP operating system should remain operational and should 

support the common features of unequal processors." (See p.B-7) 

18. In regards Claim 32, Intel teaches the following limitations: 

32. (New) A method of selecting a compatible processor for addition to a 
multiprocessor computer, the multiprocessor computer having at least one 
current processor and having at least one additional location in which a 
new processor can be added, the method comprising: 

executing a computer program on the multiprocessor computer 

(See Intel, especially: Fig.2-1 on p.2-1; and pp.2-2 to 2-3) 

directing each of the at least one current processor to execute at least one 
instruction that allows the identity of each current processor to be 
determined, the computer program providing identifying information 
indicative of the identity of each current processor; 

(See Intel, especially: pp.2-2 to 2-3; Table 4-4 on p.4-8, and Table 4-5 on p.4-9) 

obtaining processor compatibility information indicative of processors that 
are compatible with a plurality of processors that includes the at least one 
current processor; 

(See Intel, especially: p.B-7; and Table 4-4 on p.4-8, and Table 4-5 on p.4-9) 

executing a computer program comparing the identifying information for 
each current processor in the multiprocessor computer with the processor 
compatibility information to determine the processors that are compatible 
with each current processor; and 

(See Intel, especially: p.B-7; and Table 4-4 on p.4-8, and Table 4-5 on p.4-9) 
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providing information identifying the processors that are compatible with 
each current processor before adding the new processor to the 
multiprocessor computer. 

(See Intel, especially: p.B-7; and Table 4-4 on p.4-8, and Table 4-5 on p.4-9) 

19. Dependent Claims 33-35 and 37-39 are rejected on the same grounds as 
Independent claim 32. 

20. In regards Claim 40, Intel teaches the following limitations: 

40. (New) A method of selecting a compatible processor for addition to a 
multiprocessor computer, the multiprocessor computer having at least one 
current processor and having at least one additional location in which a 
new processor can be added, the method comprising: 

executing a computer program on the multiprocessor computer 

(See Intel, especially: Fig.2-1 on p.2-1; and pp.2-2 to 2-3) 

directing each of the at least one current processor to execute at least one 
instruction that allows the identity of each current processor to be 
determined, the computer program providing identifying information 
indicative of the identity of each current processor; 

(See Intel, especially: pp.2-2 to 2-3; Table 4-4 on p.4-8, and Table 4-5 on p.4-9) 

obtaining processor compatibility information indicative of processors that 
are compatible with a plurality of processors that includes the at least one 
current processor; 

(See Intel, especially: p.B-7; and Table 4-4 on p.4-8, and Table 4-5 on p.4-9) 

providing identifying information indicative of the identity of the new 
processor before adding the new processor to the multiprocessor 
computer; 

(See Intel, especially: p.B-7; and Table 4-4 on p.4-8, and Table 4-5 on p.4-9) 

executing a computer program comparing the identifying information for 
each current processor in the multiprocessor computer with the processor 
compatibility information to determine the processors that are compatible 
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with each current processor, the computer program further comparing the 
identifying information for the new processor with the processors 
determined to be compatible with each current processor; and 

(See Intel, especially: p.B-7; and Table 4-4 on p.4-8, and Table 4-5 on p.4-9) 

providing an indication whether or not the new processor is compatible 
before adding the new processor to the multiprocessor computer. 

(See Intel, especially: p.B-7; and Table 4-4 on p.4-8, and Table 4-5 on p.4-9) 

21 . Dependent Claims 41-44 and 46-49 are rejected on the same grounds as 
Independent claim 40. 

22. In regards Claim 50, Intel teaches the following limitations: 

50. (New) A system for selecting a new processor for addition to a 
multiprocessor computer having at least one current processor, the 
system comprising: 

a first component on the multiprocessor computer that determines the 
identity of each current processor in the multiprocessor computer; 

(See Intel, especially: pp.2-2 to 2-3; Table 4-4 on p.4-8, and Table 4-5 on p.4-9) 

a second component that stores processor compatibility information 
indicative of processors that are compatible with a plurality of processors 
that includes each current processor; 

(See Intel, especially: p.B-7; and Table 4-4 on p.4-8, and Table 4-5 on p.4-9) 

a third component coupled to the first and second components to 
accesses the processor compatibility information using the identity of each 
current processor in the multiprocessor computer to determine the 
processors that are compatible with the at least one current processor; 
and 

(See Intel, especially: p.B-7; and Table 4-4 on p.4-8, and Table 4-5 on p.4-9) 

a fourth component coupled to the third component that provides 
information identifying the processors that are compatible with each 
current processor before adding the new processor to the multiprocessor 
computer. 
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(See Intel, especially: p.B-7; and Table 4-4 on p.4-8, and Table 4-5 on p.4-9) 

23. Dependent Claims 51-56 and 58-59 are rejected on the same grounds as 
Independent claim 50. 

24. In regards Claim 60, Intel teaches the following limitations: 

60. (New) A system for selecting a new processor for addition to a 
multiprocessor computer containing at least one current processor, the 
system comprising: 

a first component on the multiprocessor computer that determines the 
identity of each current processor in the multiprocessor computer; 

(See Intel, especially: pp.2-2 to 2-3; Table 4-4 on p.4-8, and Table 4-5 on p.4-9) 

a second component allowing identifying information to be provided that 
identifies the new processor before adding the new processor to the 
multiprocessor computer; 

(See Intel, especially: pp.2-2 to 2-3; Table 4-4 on p.4-8, and Table 4-5 on p.4-9) 

a third component that stores processor compatibility information 
indicative of processors that are compatible with a plurality of processors 
that includes each current processor; 

(See Intel, especially: p.B-7; and Table 4-4 on p.4-8, and Table 4-5 on p.4-9) 

a fourth component coupled to the first, second and third components to 
compare the identifying information for the new processor with the 
compatibility information to, determine processors that are compatible with 
each current processor; and 

(See Intel, especially: p.B-7; and Table 4-4 on p.4-8, and Table 4-5 on p.4-9) 

a fifth component that provides an indication whether or not the new 
processor is compatible before adding the new processor to the 
multiprocessor computer. 

(See Intel, especially: p.B-7; and Table 4-4 on p.4-8, and Table 4-5 on p.4-9) 
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25. Dependent Claims 61-66 and 68-69 are rejected on the same grounds as 
Independent Claim 60. 

26. In regards Claim 70, Intel teaches the following limitations: 

70. (New) A computer-readable medium containing instructions for 
causing a computer system to use processor compatibility information to 
select a new processor for addition to a multiprocessor computer 
containing at least one current processor, by: 

executing a computer program on the multiprocessor computer 

(See Intel, especially: ) 

directing each of the at least one current processor to execute at least one 
instruction that allows the identity of each current processor to be 
determined, the computer program providing identifying information 
indicative of the identity of each current processor; 

(See Intel, especially: ) 

obtaining processor compatibility information indicative of processors that 
are compatible with a plurality of processors that includes the at least one 
current processor; 

(See Intel, especially: ) 

executing a computer program comparing the identifying information for 
each current processor in the multiprocessor computer with the processor 
compatibility information to determine the processors that are compatible 
with each current processor; and 

(See Intel, especially: ) 

providing information identifying the processors that are compatible with 
each current processor before adding the new processor to the 
multiprocessor computer. 

(See Intel, especially: ) 

27. Dependent Claims 71-75 are rejected on the same grounds as Independent 
Claim 70. 
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28. In regards Claim 76, Intel teaches the following limitations: 

76. (New) A computer-readable medium containing instructions for 
causing a computer system to use processor compatibility information to 
select a new processor for addition to a multiprocessor computer 
containing at least one current processor, by: 

executing a computer program on the multiprocessor computer 

(See Intel, especially:) 

directing each of the at least one current processor to execute at least one 
instruction that allows the identity of each current processor to be 
determined, the computer program providing identifying information 
indicative of the identity of each current processor; 

(See Intel, especially: ) 

obtaining processor compatibility information indicative of processors that 
are compatible with a plurality of processors that includes the at least one 
current processor; 

(See Intel, especially:) 

providing identifying information indicative of the identity of the new 
processor before adding the new processor to the multiprocessor 
computer; 

(See Intel, especially: ) 

executing a computer program comparing the identifying information for 
each current processor in the multiprocessor computer with the processor 
compatibility information to determine the processors that are compatible 
with each current processor, the computer program further comparing the 
identifying information for the new processor with the processors 
determined to be compatible with each current processor; and 

(See Intel, especially:) 

providing an indication whether or not the new processor is compatible 
before adding the new processor to the multiprocessor computer 



(See Intel, especially: ) 
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29. Dependent Claims 77-83 are rejected on the same grounds as Independent 
Claim 76. 

30. Claims 32, 40, 50, 60, 70, and 76 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Ghori. 

31 . In regards Claim 32, Ghori teaches the following limitations: 

32. (New) A method of selecting a compatible processor for addition to a 
multiprocessor computer, the multiprocessor computer having at least one 
current processor and having at least one additional location in which a 
new processor can be added, the method comprising: 

executing a computer program on the multiprocessor computer 

(See Ghori, especially: col.3, line 63 to col.4, line 6; and col. 5, lines 14-21) 

directing each of the at least one current processor to execute at least one 
instruction that allows the identity of each current processor to be 
determined, the computer program providing identifying information 
indicative of the identity of each current processor; 

(See Ghori, especially: Fig.3; and col.4, line 62 to col. 5, line 12; and col. 5, lines 
29-54) 

obtaining processor compatibility information indicative of processors that 
are compatible with a plurality of processors that includes the at least one 
current processor; 

(See Ghori, especially: Fig.3; and col.4, line 62 to col. 5, line 12; and col. 5, lines 
29-54) 

executing a computer program comparing the identifying information for 
each current processor in the multiprocessor computer with the processor 
compatibility information to determine the processors that are compatible 
with each current processor; and 

(See Ghori, especially: col. 5, lines 29-54; and Fig. 2, Item 88a.) 

providing information identifying the processors that are compatible with 
each current processor before adding the new processor to the 
multiprocessor computer 
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(See Ghori, especially: col.5, lines 29-54; and Fig. 2, Item 88a. Examiner notes 
that col.5, lines 52-55 teach that "In that situation [incompatibility], the operating 
system may choose to not start the upgrade processor and to continue to 
operate in uniprocessor mode.") 

32. In regards Claim 40, Ghori teaches the following limitations: 

40. (New) A method of selecting a compatible processor for addition to a 
multiprocessor computer, the multiprocessor computer having at least one 
current processor and having at least one additional location in which a 
new processor can be added, the method comprising: 

executing a computer program on the multiprocessor computer 

(See Ghori, especially: col.3, line 63 to col.4, line 6; and col.5, lines 14-21) 

directing each of the at least one current processor to execute at least one 
instruction that allows the identity of each current processor to be 
determined, the computer program providing identifying information 
indicative of the identity of each current processor; 

(See Ghori, especially: Fig.3; and col.4, line 62 to col.5, line 12; and col.5, lines 
29-54) 

obtaining processor compatibility information indicative of processors that 
are compatible with a plurality of processors that includes the at least one 
current processor; 

(See Ghori, especially: Fig.3; and col.4, line 62 to col.5, line 12; and col.5, lines 
29-54) 

providing identifying information indicative of the identity of the new 
processor before adding the new processor to the multiprocessor 
computer; 

(See Ghori, especially: col.5, lines 29-54; and Fig.2, Item 88a. Examiner notes 
that col.5, lines 52-55 teach that "In that situation [incompatibility], the operating 
system may choose to not start the upgrade processor and to continue to 
operate in uniprocessor mode.") 

executing a computer program comparing the identifying information for 
each current processor in the multiprocessor computer with the processor 
compatibility information to determine the processors that are compatible 



Application/Control Number: 10/722,344 



Page 13 



Art Unit: 2123 

with each current processor, the computer program further comparing the 
identifying information for the new processor with the processors 
determined to be compatible with each current processor; and 

(See Ghori, especially: col. 5, lines 29-54; and Fig.2, Item 88a.) 

providing an indication whether or not the new processor is compatible 
before adding the new processor to the multiprocessor computer. 

(See Ghori, especially: col. 5, lines 29-54; and Fig.2, Item 88a. Examiner notes 
that col. 5, lines 52-55 teach that "In that situation [incompatibility], the operating 
system may choose to not start the upgrade processor and to continue to 
operate in uniprocessor mode.") 

33. In regards Claim 50, Ghori teaches the following limitations: 

50. (New) A system for selecting a new processor for addition to a 
multiprocessor computer having at least one current processor, the 
system comprising: 

a first component on the multiprocessor computer that determines the 
identity of each current processor in the multiprocessor computer; 

(See Ghori, especially: col.3, line 63 to col.4, line 6; 
and col. 5, lines 14-54) 

a second component that stores processor compatibility information 
indicative of processors that are compatible with a plurality of processors 
that includes each current processor; 

(See Ghori, especially: Fig. 3, and associated text at col.4, lines 62-66) 

a third component coupled to the first and second components to 
accesses the processor compatibility information using the identity of each 
current processor in the multiprocessor computer to determine the 
processors that are compatible with the at least one current processor; 
and 

(See Ghori, especially: col. 5, lines 29-54; and Fig. 3, and associated text at col.4, 
lines 62-66) 

a fourth component coupled to the third component that provides 
information identifying the processors that are compatible with each 



Application/Control Number: 10/722,344 



Page 14 



Art Unit: 2123 

current processor before adding the new processor to the multiprocessor 
computer. 

(See Ghori, especially: col. 5, lines 29-54; and Fig.2, Item 88a. Examiner notes 
that col. 5, lines 52-55 teach that "In that situation [incompatibility], the operating 
system may choose to not start the upgrade processor and to continue to 
operate in uniprocessor mode.") 

34. In regards Claim 60, Ghori teaches the following limitations: 

60. (New) A system for selecting a new processor for addition to a 
multiprocessor computer containing at least one current processor, the 
system comprising: 

a first component on the multiprocessor computer that determines the 
identity of each current processor in the multiprocessor computer; 

(See Ghori, especially: col. 3, line 63 to col.4, line 6; 
and col. 5, lines 14-54) 

a second component allowing identifying information to be provided that 
identities the new processor before adding the new processor to the 
multiprocessor computer; 

(See Ghori, especially: col. 5, lines 29-54; and Fig.2, Item 88a. Examiner notes 
that col. 5, lines 52-55 teach that "In that situation [incompatibility], the operating 
system may choose to not start the upgrade processor and to continue to 
operate in uniprocessor mode.") 

a third component that stores processor compatibility information 
indicative of processors that are compatible with a plurality of processors 
that includes each current processor; 

(See Ghori, especially: col. 5, lines 29-54; and Fig.3, and associated text at col.4, 
lines 62-66) 

a fourth component coupled to the first, second and third components to 
compare the identifying information for the new processor with the 
compatibility information to, determine processors that are compatible with 
each current processor; and 



(See Ghori, especially: col.5, lines 29-54; and Fig.3, and associated text at col.4, 
lines 62-66) 
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a fifth component that provides an indication whether or not the new 
processor is compatible before adding the new processor to the 
multiprocessor computer. 

(See Ghori, especially: col. 5, lines 29-54; and Fig. 2, Item 88a. Examiner notes 
that col. 5, lines 52-55 teach that "In that situation [incompatibility], the operating 
system may choose to not start the upgrade processor and to continue to 
operate in uniprocessor mode.") 

35. In regards Claim 70, Ghori teaches the following limitations: 

70. (New) A computer-readable medium containing instructions for 
causing a computer system to use processor compatibility information to 
select a new processor for addition to a multiprocessor computer 
containing at least one current processor, by: 

executing a computer program on the multiprocessor computer 

(See Ghori, especially: col. 3, line 63 to col.4, line 6; and col.5, lines 14-21) 

directing each of the at least one current processor to execute at least one 
instruction that allows the identity of each current processor to be 
determined, the computer program providing identifying information 
indicative of the identity of each current processor; 

(See Ghori, especially: Fig.3; and col.4, line 62 to col.5, line 12; and col.5, lines 
29-54) 

obtaining processor compatibility information indicative of processors that 
are compatible with a plurality of processors that includes the at least one 
current processor; 

(See Ghori, especially: Fig.3; and col.4, line 62 to col.5, line 12; and col.5, lines 
29-54) 

executing a computer program comparing the identifying information for 
each current processor in the multiprocessor computer with the processor 
compatibility information to determine the processors that are compatible 
with each current processor; and 



(See Ghori, especially: col.5, lines 29-54; and Fig.2, Item 88a.) 
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providing information identifying the processors that are compatible with 
each current processor before adding the new processor to the 
multiprocessor computer. 

(See Ghori, especially: col.5, lines 29-54; and Fig.2, Item 88a. Examiner notes 
that col.5, lines 52-55 teach that "In that situation [incompatibility], the operating 
system may choose to not start the upgrade processor and to continue to 
operate in uniprocessor mode.") 

36. In regards Claim 76, Ghori teaches the following limitations: 

76. (New) A computer-readable medium containing instructions for 
causing a computer system to use processor compatibility information to 
select a new processor for addition to a multiprocessor computer 
containing at least one current processor, by: 

executing a computer program on the multiprocessor computer 

(See Ghori, especially: col. 3, line 63 to col.4, line 6; and col.5, lines 14-21) 

directing each of the at least one current processor to execute at least one 
instruction that allows the identity of each current processor to be 
determined, the computer program providing identifying information 
indicative of the identity of each current processor; 

(See Ghori, especially: Fig.3; and col.4, line 62 to col.5, line 12; and col.5, lines 
29-54) 

obtaining processor compatibility information indicative of processors that 
are compatible with a plurality of processors that includes the at least one 
current processor; 

(See Ghori, especially: Fig.3; and col.4, line 62 to col.5, line 12; and col.5, lines 
29-54) 

providing identifying information indicative of the identity of the new 
processor before adding the new processor to the multiprocessor 
computer; 

(See Ghori, especially: col.5, lines 29-54; and Fig.2, Item 88a. Examiner notes 
that col.5, lines 52-55 teach that "In that situation [incompatibility], the operating 
system may choose to not start the upgrade processor and to continue to 
operate in uniprocessor mode.") 
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executing a computer program comparing the identifying information for 
each current processor in the multiprocessor computer with the processor 
compatibility information to determine the processors that are compatible 
with each current processor, the computer program further comparing the 
identifying information for the new processor with the processors 
determined to be compatible with each current processor; and 

(See Ghori, especially: col. 5, lines 29-54; and Fig.2 f Item 88a.) 

providing an indication whether or not the new processor is compatible 
before adding the new processor to the multiprocessor computer. 

(See Ghori, especially: col.5, lines 29-54; and Fig.2, Item 88a. Examiner notes 
that col.5, lines 52-55 teach that "In that situation [incompatibility], the operating 
system may choose to not start the upgrade processor and to continue to 
operate in uniprocessor mode.") 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

37. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

38. The prior art used for these rejections is as follows: 

a. Intel Multiprocessor Specification . Version 1.4. May 1997. © 1993-1997. 
("Intel"). 

b. Official Notice 

39. Claims 36, 45, 57, and 67 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Intel in view of Official Notice. 

40. In regards Claim 36, Ghori teaches the following limitations: 
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36. (New) The method of claim 33 wherein the computer that is remote 
from the multiprocessor computer is connected to the multiprocessor 
computer system via the Internet 

Intel teaches a Multiprocessor (MP) System Architecture (see Fig.2-1 on p.2-1). 

Intel also specifically teaches: "While all processors in a complaint system are 

functionally identical, this specification classifies them into two types: the 

bootstrap processor (BSP) and the application processors (AP). ... This 

differentiation is for convenience and is in effect only during the initialization and 

shutdown processes. The BSP is responsible for initializing the system and 

booting the operating system; APs are activated only after the system is up and 

running." (see pp.2-2 to 2-3). 

Intel, however, does not expressly teach that the AP computers are 

connected to the BSP computer via the Internet. Official Notice is given that this 

practice was old and well known at the time the invention was made. 

41 .Claims 45, 57, and 67 are rejected on the same grounds as claim 36. 

Conclusion 

42. The following prior art, made of record and not relied upon, is considered 
pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

43. U.S. Patent 5,490,279 to Golbert et al. (Teaches a method and apparatus for 
operating a single CPU computer system as a multiprocessor system). 
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44. U.S. Patent 5,884,091 to Zalewski et al. (Priority date of 1 1/4/1997. See 
especially col.21 , lines 21-30, which teaches the "need to recognize other CPUs 
that are not compatible"). 

45. U.S. PG-PUB 2004/0193861 to Michaelis. (Too recent to be applied as prior art. 
Note claim 20). 

46. Mazur, G. "Identification of 32-bit x86 CPUs Based on Reset Signature." © 1996. 
Last update: 9/1 1/2000. http://qraf.ii.pw.edu.pl/qbm/x86/reset.html . (Teaches a 
non-CPUID method of recognizing a CPU). 

47. Mazur, G. "Identification of 486-class CPUs; checking for CPUID Support." © 
1996-2000. Last update: 5/20/2000. 

http://qraf . ii.pw.edu . pl/q bm/x86/base486. html (Teaches the CPUID method of 
recognizing a 486-class CPU). 

48. Mazur, G. "Identification of x86 CPUs with CPUID Support." © 1996-2000. Last 
update: 9/29/2000. http://qraf.ii.pw.edu.pl/obm/x86/cpuid.html (Teaches the 
CPUID method of recognizing an x86 CPU). 

49.Steunebrink, J. "CPU Upgrade: How to Easily Check Your CPU Vendor, Model, 
Internal Speed, and L1 Cache Mode Settings." © 1997-2006. Last update: 
7/7/2006. http://web.inter.nl. net/hcc/J.Steunebrink/chkcpu. htm . 
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